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CARTA DE BIENVENIDA DEL SECRETARIO GENERAL 

 
Cuernavaca, Morelos a 02 de noviembre del 2022. 

 

Estimados compañeros delegados: 

 
Los saludo con el deseo de que se encuentren bien de salud, y al mismo tiempo con gran 

emoción, puesto que estamos ya próximos a celebrar la décimo quinta edición del modelo de las 

Naciones Unidas del Colegio Williams de Cuernavaca “WILLMUN 2023”. 

 
Quisiera compartirles que durante el camino recorrido por los miembros del Comité 

Organizador para lograr la realización del evento, se han enfrentado grandes retos que han podido 

y podrán superarse con un trabajo duro y en equipo. Decidimos enfrentarlos porque estamos 

convencidos de que esta será una experiencia de gran formación para todos, en la que se 

desarrollarán muchas habilidades que ustedes podrán poner en práctica ante diversas situaciones 

de la vida real. 

 
Hemos elegido de manera puntual y cuidadosa los tópicos que se habrán de tratar en los 

comités, pues cada uno de ellos representa algún conflicto pendiente de resolver por la 

comunidad internacional. En ellos se incluyen también, íntegramente, los 17 Objetivos de 

Desarrollo Sostenible de la agenda 2030 de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas. 

 
Los invito pues, abierta y entusiastamente, a participar con el mejor de sus esfuerzos; a 

nunca dejar de soñar ni luchar por aquellas causas justas y solidarias que hagan vibrar sus 

corazones. Siéntanse lo que son: ciudadanos del mundo, capaces de hacerse escuchar por medio 

de la palabra amiga, documentada y sincera. Condúzcanse siempre con valores y responsabilidad, 

porque sobre sus hombros pesa un importante reto, nada menos que el de ser el futuro de este, 

nuestro amado país, y del mundo al que pertenecemos. 

 
Ante este importante desafío confíen en ustedes mismos, pues solo así los demás podrán 

confiar en que ustedes pueden lograrlo. 

 
Me despido, poniéndome a sus órdenes y adelantándoles un saludo cordial que espero 

darles durante los días del modelo. 

 
Les expreso una vez más, a todos ustedes, mi estimación y mi aprecio. 

 

ATENTAMENTE 

 

 

 
Jaime M. Moreno Garavilla Gómez 

Secretario General 

WILLMUN 2023 



WELCOMING LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE CHAIR 

 

Welcome to the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee). We 

are very excited to work with all of you during this edition of WILLMUN 2023. 

 
We want to thank you for your interest, your valuable participation and the enthusiasm you 

have expressed for this Model of the United Nations. 

 
In the following days of work, we hope you have a very pleasant learning experience, that 

you have fun and make new friends, participate, and if you make mistakes, learn from those 

mistakes and look forward, which is the objective of the United Nations. 

 
The objective of this committee is to create a space for debate, reflection and above all to 

be able to give a resolution on the topics that give life to the committee: “Increasing the role of 

youth in political decision-making” and “The role of mass media in peacebuilding, conflict 

prevention and management”. 

 
Delegates are expected to express their corresponding ideas and concerns, to formally put 

the dialogue into practice. Also that they acquire the necessary skills to make their position paper, 

transfer any message they want to give to other delegates during the debate, and that they can reach 

a prudent, peaceful and beneficial resolution alike. 

 
Any questions you have, do not hesitate to ask us, whether it is about your posture, motions, 

among other things. We know that you can. If we can give you some advice, it is not to be afraid 

to participate, we all learn from experiences and this is an opportunity for you to learn, give your 

best and not feel judged. We are excited to see you unfold in this model. We wish each and every 

one of you the best in your preparations. See you soon at WILLMUN 2023. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Chair of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) 

 

 

 

Claudia Constanza Garduño Rojas 

PRESIDENT 

A01425206@tec.mx 

 

Mauricio Lara Lopez 

CONFERENCE OFFICER 

132006@cwc.edu.mx 

 

 
 

Christopher Dominguez 

MODERATOR 

A01425266@tec.mx 

Dylan Vargas Guerrero 

ADVISER 

A01425099@tec.mx 

mailto:A01425206@tec.mx
mailto:132006@cwc.edu.mx
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REGULATIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

 

I. COMPOSITION 

 
 

Article 1 

All Member States of the United Nations may participate in the General Assembly by being 

members of it. 

II. DEBATE 

A. Public and Private SessionsArticle 2 

The sessions of the General Assembly and its Main Committees will be public unless they 

decide, by qualified majority and due to exceptional circumstances, to meet in private session. 

 
Article 3 

Any decision made by the General Assembly or its Committees in a private session will be 

announced in a public session. At the end of the private sessions, the President may publish 

acommuniqué through the General Secretariat. 

B. General Debate and Particular Debate 

Article 4 

Each Commission will first hold a General Debate on the issue to be discussed and then a 

Particular Debate on the draft resolution. 

 
 

Article 5 

Observer delegations may make use of the floor, having to request it previously and in 

writingto the Presidency. 

a) They will be able to make use of the motions, submit to questions and ask the same asany 

other Member State of the General Assembly. 

b) They will not be able to present amendments or endorse them, nor will they be able to 

endorse the drafts and draft resolutions. 

c) They will nothave the right to vote. 



Article 6 

No delegate may speak without obtaining prior permission from the Chair. The President 

maycall a  delegate  to  order if the argument is not relevant  to  the  topic under discussion, if 

the delegate exceeds the time limit established by the Presidency or if his comments are 

offensiveto any delegate or delegation. 

C. Intermediate room 

 
Article 7 

The intermediate rooms can be requested by the delegations or determined by the Presidency, 

in any of the three modalities of discussion of the topics, and are used to carry out 

negotiations,draft resolution projects, etc. The duration of the intermediate quarters will be 

determined and announced by the Presidency. 

III. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

 
Article 7 

The Presidency will guide the debate by giving the floor by show of hands. If deemed 

necessary, you may draw up a list of speakers. Those delegations that request it will integrate 

this list. Once the list is closed, the delegations that wish to be included must request it in 

writing to the Presidency. 

 

Article 8 

The speakers in this debate will be the delegations that are on the list of speakers and those 

designated by the chair, taking into account the ideological and regional diversityand the 

enrichment of the debate. 

 

Article 9 

Each speaker will have a maximum of two minutes to explain their position on the issue 

being debated in the Commission and may submit to one or two interpellations. The 

delegations may request to reduce the time allotted, with a Motion of Procedure that must 

be approved by a qualified majority. 



Article 10 

Any member may, with the permission of the President, after taking the floor: 

a) Submit to one or two interpellations. 

b) Yield their remaining time to another delegation. 

c) Yield their remaining time to the President. 

 
You must announce your decision to the Chair before starting your speech. Otherwise, it will 

be assumed that the remaining time is transferred to the Presidency. 

A. Extraordinary session of questions 

Article 11 

If any Commission delegate considers that a greater number of interpellations to the speaker 

isnecessary, he may propose to the Chair that an extraordinary session of questions be held. 

The session will consist of a maximum of two interpellations to the delegate in use of the 

word. Delegates who ask a question may ask a second follow-up question if they are not 

satisfied with the response of the speaking delegate. The President will decide if it is relevant 

to grant the floorto the delegate. To hold the session you must: 

a) Be proposed by a Delegate to the Presidency and seconded by at least one otherdelegation. 

b) Be accepted by the delegate in use of the floor 

c) Be put to a vote and have the approval of the majority of the delegates. 

IV. PRELIMINARY DRAFT RESOLUTION 

Article 12 

The delegations will make draft resolutions to be presented to an Approval Board. The drafts 

must have the minimum endorsement of 30% of the total  number  of  delegations represented 

inthe Commission. The Member States may only give their endorsement to a preliminary draft 

resolution for each topic that is dealt with. 

 

Article 13 

The preliminary draft resolutions will have to be based on the aspects addressedduring the 

General Debate and the informal consultations. 



Article 14 

From the preliminary projects presented, the Approval Board will choose one or more that 

will be submitted to the consideration of the Member States that are members of the 

Commission, so thatthey can be debated one project at a time. 

a) The Approval Board may introduce changes in form, but not content, in the drafts 

presentedas well as in those resolutions that are approved by the Commission. 

b) Such modifications must be communicated to the Commission for its examination. 

 
Article 15 

At the time of presenting the preliminary draft resolution to the Approval Board, the 

Member States that endorse it will also inform you which delegation(s) will present the Draft 

Resolutionat the beginning of the Particular Debate. 

 

Article 16 

The preliminary draft resolution selected by the Approval Board will be delivered to each of 

the Member States represented in the Commission to be debated, amended and voted on by 

it in the Particular Debate. 

V. PRIVATE DISCUSSION 

Article 17 

The Presidency will convene three delegates who may belong to the same delegation or to 

different delegations, to present the draft resolution for discussion. These delegates will have 

a total of three minutes to defend the bill, after which they will submit  to  five interpellations. 

 

Article 18 

The Particular Debate may have two modalities, open debate or closed debate. The Presidency 

will decide the modality to follow and will be able to change it when it considers it necessary. 

A. Open Debate 

 
Article 19 

The President will guide the debate by giving the floor by show of hands. If deemed necessary, 

he may draw up a list of speakers. 



B. Closed Debate 

  

Article 20 

The Presidency will prepare a list of speakers in favor of the draft resolution and another 

against it, taking into account the ideological and regional diversity, as well as the enrichment 

of thedebate. 

 

C. From the speakers list 

 
Article 21 

During the Particular Debate each speaker will have two minutes to make a comment and/or 

propose an amendment. 

 

Article 22 

In case of proposing an amendment, it will be read by the Presidency. 

 
Article 23 

The amendments may be suspended by the Presidency if it deems it necessary. It will be left 

to the discretion of the Chair to resume the amendments during the course of the debate. 

Article 24 

The delegation in use of the floor may submit to one or two interpellations, before voting 

on the amendment that it has proposed. 

 

Article 25 

The delegation that makes a comment in favor or against the project without proposing an 

amendment, may assign its remaining time to another delegation or to the Chair. 

 
D. Of the amendments 

  

Article 26 

The amendment adds, deletes or modifies parts of a proposal. Each delegation may submita 

maximum of one amendment for each draft or draft resolution under discussion. An 

amendment may not change the original essence of the topic. 



Article 27 

The proposed amendments must be submitted in advance to the Presidency, through the 

Approval Board, and have endorsements equivalent to 15% of the total number of 

delegationsrepresented in the Committee. This endorsement represents an intent to debate the 

amendment and is not indicative of a vote for or against it. 

 

Article 28 

"Friendly amendments" may be incorporated into the draft resolution. "Friendly 

amendments"are those that have the endorsement of all the Member States that endorsed 

the draft bill underdiscussion. They will be incorporated immediately and without prior 

debate. Only friendly amendments will be incorporated at the beginning of the Particular 

Debate. The Presidency will inform the incorporation of these to the draft, after reading 

them before the corresponding commission. 

  

Article 29 

In the first instance, an informal vote on the amendment will take place, which will be non- 

binding, obligatory and abstentions will not be allowed. 

 

Article 30 

If there is a qualified majority in favor or against the amendment, it will be approved or 

rejected depending on the case. 

 

Article 31 

If a qualified majority has not resulted from the informal vote on the amendment, a closed 

debate on the amendment will be opened. 

 

D. Closed Debate of the Amendment 

  

Article 32 

The Presidency will prepare a list of speakers in favor of the amendment and another against 

it, taking into account the ideological and regional diversity as well as the enrichment of the 

debate. 



Article 33 

Each speaker will have a specific time and announced by the Chair to make a comment. Then 

he will be able to undergo one or two inquiries. 

  

Article 34 

The amendment will be formally voted on, abstentions will be allowed. 

  

Article 35 

If you obtain a simple majority in favor, the amendment will be approved. Otherwise it will 

be rejected. 

 

E. Vote on the Draft Resolution in the Commission. 

 
Article 36 

The Draft Resolution will be voted on in the corresponding Commission by an absolute 

majority and with the possibility of abstentions except for the provisions of articles 44 and 

45.If an absolute majority of votes in favor is obtained, it will be approved, otherwise it 

will be rejected. 

 

Article 37 

If deemed pertinent, the President may allow the delegations to justify their vote. 

a) The speech will have a limited time and will be announced by the Presidency. 

b) The delegations will ask for the floor by show of hands and the Presidency will choose 

them taking into account the ideological and regional diversity as well as the enrichment of 

the debate. 

SAW. PLENARY SESSION 

A. Presentation of Draft Resolutions approved in Committees. 

  

Article 38 

The Committees of the General Assembly will meet in Plenary Session, once their activities 

have finished, to present the approved draft resolutions and submit them for the 

consideration of all the Member States. 

Article 39 

The draft resolutions approved by the committees will be delivered to each of the delegations 



that are members of the General Assembly. 

 
B. Private Discussion. 

  

Article 40 

Only Member States that are not members of a specific Commission may propose 

amendments,before submitting the project of that Commission to the vote of the General 

Assembly. 

  

Article 41 

For the amendments proposed during the Plenary Session, article 26 and from article 29 to 

35of these Regulations will also apply. 

 

Article 42 

The amendments presented during the Plenary Session must be submitted in advance to the 

Presidency, through the Procedural Advisors, and have guarantees equivalent to 10% of the 

total number of delegations represented in the General Assembly of the United Nations 

Model. That endorsement represents an intent to debate the amendment and  is  not indicative 

of a vote for oragainst it. 

C. Formal Vote of the General Assembly. 

 
Article 43 

For the Resolution to be approved, an absolute majority of votes in favor is required, with 

thepossibility of abstentions, except for the provisions of articles 44 and 45. 

Article 44 

Decisions of the General Assembly on matters relating to the maintenance of international 

peace and security shall be taken by a qualified majority vote of the members present. 

Abstentions will be allowed in this vote. 

 
Article 45 

The Secretary General will decide in accordance with these regulations and Article 108 of the 

Charter of the United Nations the type of majority necessary for the draft resolution to be 

approved. 



Article 46 

If deemed pertinent, the President may allow the delegations to justify their vote. 

a) The speech will have a limited time and will be announced by the Presidency. 

b) The delegations will ask for the floor by show of hands and the Presidency will choose 

them taking into account the ideological and regional diversity as well as the enrichment of 

the debate. 

  

VII. PRESIDENCY 

 
Article 47 

Both in the Commissions and in the Plenary Session, all those who are in the exercise ofthe 

Presidency will have the powers of the President. 

 

Article 48 

The Presidency will watch over these regulations, which it will comply with and enforce 

during the formal sessions. He will moderate the formal sessions and may take disciplinary 

measures inthe case of non-compliance with the rules of conduct. 

 

Article 49 

It will grant the floor only to those who request it, taking into account the ideological and 

regional diversity of the countries that request it, as well as the enrichment of the debate. 

Article 50 

You can reduce the maximum exposure time of the delegations during the debate. It may 

totally or partially suspend interpellations, motions of order, parliamentary doubt and 

procedure; it willbe at the discretion of the Presidency to resume them, totally or partially, 

during the course ofthe debate. You may suspend the sending of messages through the pages 

for as long as you deem necessary. 

 

Article 51 

It may grant rights of reply if deemed appropriate. Their duration will be a maximum of 

oneminute. 

 

Article 52 

You may grant comment rights if you deem it pertinent. Their duration will be at the 



discretion of the Presidency. 

 
Article 53 

If considered pertinent, it will call non-binding informal votes, which will be of an 

orientation nature. 

 

a) Delegations shall not be required to vote, except for the informal vote on the amendment 

andthe informal vote on procedural motions. 

b) The Presidency will announce the results of the vote in the manner it deems appropriate. 

  

VIII. MOTIONS 

  

Article 54 

Any delegate may make use of the Motions to request that a situation or proposal be 

considered during the development of the formal sessions, and must express the type of 

motion to request. 

 

Article 55 

There are four types of motions: Motion of Order, Motion of Procedure, Motion of 

Parliamentary Question and Motion of Privilege. 

  

A) Motion of Procedure 

Article 56 

The Motion of Procedure may be used to propose an option to the normal course of 

debate. 

a) For the Presidency to consider hearing the Motion of Procedure, it must have at least one 

endorsement. The delegation that requested the motion will not be able to endorse it. 

b) The Motion of Procedure may not interrupt any delegate or the Chair when they are 

speaking or during a procedure. 

c) The Presidency may deny, accept or put the proposal to a vote. In this case, an informal 

and obligatory vote will be called in which abstentions will not be allowed. If you obtain a 

qualifiedmajority in favor, the motion will be accepted. Otherwise, it will be rejected. 

B. Motion of Order 

Article 57 

The Point of Order is used when a delegation considers that the chair has made a mistake 



regarding procedures and wishes to point it out with due respect. 

 
a) The Motion of Order may not interrupt any delegate when they are speaking. 

  

C. Motion for Privilege 

  

Article 58 

The Motion of Privilege is used when a delegate considers himself affected ordiminished by 

an external issue. 

a) The Motion for Privilege may not be denied without first hearing the petition. 

b) He may interrupt both the delegates and the Chair when they are speaking orduring a 

procedure. 

  

D. Motion of Parliamentary Inquiry 

  

Article 59 

The Motion of Parliamentary Doubt is a request for clarification of the procedure that is 

being 

carried out in the Debate 

 
a) For the Presidency to consider hearing the Parliamentary Question Motion, it must have at 

least one endorsement. The delegation that requested the motion will not be able to endorse 

it. 

 

b) The Motion of Parliamentary Question may not interrupt any delegate when they are 

speaking. 

IX. MAJORITIES 

 
Article 60 

Qualified Majority.- Represents the vote of two thirds (66.6%) of the members present. 

 
Article 61 

Absolute Majority.- Represents the vote of 50%+1 of the members present. 

 
Article 62 

Simple Majority.- Represents one more vote in favor of a certain position than against it. 



LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

 
CHAPTER V: THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

COMPOSITION 

 

Article 23 

 
The Security Council shall consist of fifteen Members of the United Nations. The Republic of China, 

France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, and the United States of America shall be permanent members of the Security Council. 

The General Assembly shall elect ten other Members of the United Nations to be non-permanent 

members of the Security Council, due regard being specially paid, in the first instance to the 

contribution of Members of the United Nations to the maintenance of international peace and 

security and to the other purposes of the Organization, and also to equitable geographical 

distribution. 

 

The non-permanent members of the Security Council shall be elected for a term of two years. In 

the first election of the non-permanent members after the increase of the membership of the 

Security Council from eleven to fifteen, two of the four additional members shall be chosen for a 

term of one year. A retiring member shall not be eligible for immediate re-election. 

Each member of the Security Council shall have one representative. 

 
 

FUNCTIONS and POWERS 

 
 

Article 24 

 
In order to ensure prompt and effective action by the United Nations, its Members confer on the 

Security Council primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, 

and agree that in carrying out its duties under this responsibility the Security Council acts on their 

behalf. 

 

In discharging these duties the Security Council shall act in accordance with the Purposes and 

Principles of the United Nations. The specific powers granted to the Security Council for the 

discharge of these duties are laid down in Chapters VI, VII, VIII, and XII. 

The Security Council shall submit annual and, when necessary, special reports to the General 

Assembly for its consideration. 



Article 25 

 
The Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security 

Council in accordance with the present Charter. 

Article 26 

 
In order to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with 

the least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources, the Security 

Council shall be responsible for formulating, with the assistance of the Military Staff Committee 

referred to in Article 47, plans to be submitted to the Members of the United Nations for the 

establishment of a system for the regulation of armaments. 

  

VOTING 

 

Article 27 

 
Each member of the Security Council shall have one vote. 

 
Decisions of the Security Council on procedural matters shall be made by an affirmative vote of 

nine members. 

Decisions of the Security Council on all other matters shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine 

members including the concurring votes of the permanent members; provided that, in decisions 

under Chapter VI, and under paragraph 3 of Article 52, a party to a dispute shall abstain from 

voting. 

  

PROCEDURE 

 

Article 28 

 
The Security Council shall be so organized as to be able to function continuously. Each member of 

the Security Council shall for this purpose be represented at all times at the seat of the 

Organization. 

 

The Security Council shall hold periodic meetings at which each of its members may, if it so desires, 

be represented by a member of the government or by some other specially designated 

representative. 



The Security Council may hold meetings at such places other than the seat of the Organization as 

in its judgment will best facilitate its work. 

  

Article 29 

 
The Security Council may establish such subsidiary organs as it deems necessary for the 

performance of its functions. 

Article 30 

 
The Security Council shall adopt its own rules of procedure, including the method of selecting its 

President. 

Article 31 

 
Any Member of the United Nations which is not a member of the Security Council may participate, 

without vote, in the discussion of any question brought before the Security Council whenever the 

latter considers that the interests of that Member are specially affected. 

Article 32 

 
Any Member of the United Nations which is not a member of the Security Council or any state 

which is not a Member of the United Nations, if it is a party to a dispute under consideration by 

the Security Council, shall be invited to participate, without vote, in the discussion relating to the 

dispute. The Security Council shall lay down such conditions as it deems just for the participation 

of a state which is not a Member of the United Nations. 



COMMITTEE’S HISTORY 
 

“The UN General Assembly (UNGA) is the main policy-making organ of the 

Organization. Comprising all Member States, it provides a unique forum for multilateral 

discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter of the 

United Nations. Each of the 193 Member States of the United Nations has an equal 

vote.” (General Assembly of the United Nations, n.d.) 

 

The UNGA also makes key decisions for the UN, including: 

 
● appointing the Secretary-General on the recommendation of the Security Council 

● electing the non-permanent members of the Security Council 

● approving the UN budget 

 

The Assembly meets in regular sessions from September to December each year, and 

thereafter as required. It discusses specific issues through dedicated agenda items or sub-items, 

which lead to the adoption of resolutions. 

When necessary, a special session on subjects of particular concern may be called at the 

request of the Security Council, of a majority of the Member States, or of one member if the 

majority of the Member States agree. In addition, an emergency session can be called within 24 

hours in the same manner. 

 
At the beginning of each regular session the General Assembly holds a General Debate when 

many Heads of State come to express their views on the most pressing international issues. 

Following the General Debate, most issues are discussed in one the Assembly’s six main 

committees: 

 
1. First committee, disarmament and international security 

2. Second committee, economic and financial 

3. Third committee, social, humanitarian and cultural 

4. Fourth committee, special political and decolonization 

5. Fifth committee, administrative and budgetary 

6. Sixth committee, legal 



The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) considers a broad 

range of issues covering a cluster of five decolonization-related agenda items, the effects of atomic 

radiation, questions relating to information, a comprehensive review of the question of 

peacekeeping operations as well as a review of special political missions, the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), Israeli Practices and 

settlement activities affecting the rights of the Palestinian people and other Arabs of the occupied 

territories, and International cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

 
Scope of the fourth committee: 

-Effects of atomic radiation 

-Questions relating to information 

-Review of peacekeeping operations and special political missions 

-Report of the special committee on Israeli practices 

-Int’l cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space 

-UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 

-Assistance in mine action (biennially) 

-University of peace (triennially) 

-Cluster of five decolonization-related agenda items 

 
 

Agenda items on decolonization: 

-Information transmitted under art. 73e of UN charter 

-Economic and other activities affecting non- self-governing territories (NSGT’s) 

-Implementation of 1960 declaration on decolonization by UN entities and int’l institutions 

-Offers of study and training facilities for inhabitants of NSGT’s 

-Implementation Of 1960 Declaration of Decolonization 



TOPIC A 

 

Increasing the role of youth in political decision-making 

 
They can be a creative force, a dynamic source of innovations, and certainly throughout 

history they have participated in, contributed to, and even catalyzed major changes in political 

systems, shared power dynamics, and economic opportunity. 

 

However, young people also face poverty, barriers to education, multiple forms of 

discrimination, and limited employment prospects and opportunities. 

 

Since the Arab Awakening, many youth in the region have remained politically active 

through “political movements” rather than participating in political parties. Young men and women 

are traditionally politically active in universities (when allowed), but too often become 

disillusioned with political leadership and political institutions and excluded from policy 

development. As a result, youth political activism is not organized according to formal groupings. 

 

The focus on youth, in terms of their engagement in the political arena, is a relatively new 

priority but extremely timely, particularly in light of recent events and democratic transitions, in 

the Arab States as well as other regions. The “World Program of Action for Youth for 2000 and 

beyond”5 touched upon the importance of youth participation in decision-making, but did not offer 

concrete interventions at the time. 

 

“People under the age of 35 are rarely found in formal political leadership positions. 

In a third of countries, eligibility for the national parliament starts at 25 years or 

higher and it is common practice to refer to politicians as ‘young’ if they are below 

35-40 years of age.6 Youth is not represented adequately in formal political 

institutions and processes such as Parliaments, political parties, elections, and 

public administrations. The situation is even more difficult for both young women 

as well as women at mid-level and decision-making/leadership positions.” (United 

Nations Youth, n.d.) 

 

Realizing young people’s right to participate and be included in democratic processes and 

practices is also vital to ensure the achievement of internationally agreed development goals and 

to refresh the development agenda. 



“In a survey conducted by the UN IANYD in August 2012, a majority of 13,000 

respondents expressing their voices from 186 countries highlighted that the main 

challenges for youth were limited opportunities for effective participation in decision- 

making processes. With limited opportunities and exposure to meaningfully participate 

in inclusive decision-making processes, young men and women feel excluded and 

marginalized in their societies and communities (…)”. (United Nations Youth, n.d.) 

 

Example of initiatives that support youth participation. 

 
“In 2011, the UNDP Democratic Governance Thematic Trust Fund (DGTTF) issued a call for 

proposals from UNDP Country Offices in support of innovative and catalytic youth projects to 

inform public policymaking, empower youth as effective leaders, expand access to justice, open 

space for youth empowerment and democratic governance. 37 proposals were accepted, of which 

9 are from Africa, 8 from the Arab States, 5 from Asia and the Pacific, 8 from Central and Eastern 

Europe/Commonwealth of Independent States, and 7 from Latin America and the Caribbean.” 

(United Nations Youth, n.d.) 

 

In several project countries, the exclusion of young people was very evident, often intersecting 

with other forms of marginalization linked to gender, location, culture and/or community. In all 

projects, activities include strengthening youth advocacy groups, providing quality research to 

interact with public authorities, and fostering the creation of national youth councils and plans. 

 

“The United Nations is doing a considerable amount to invest in youth. We are acquiring knowledge 

and best practices about the issues affecting young people today. And we are making greater efforts 

to engage youth in our negotiating and decision-making processes. Still, I do not think we have 

gone nearly far enough (...)” Secretary-General's Remarks to General Assembly High-Level 

Meeting on Youth, 2011. 

 

Guiding questions: 

 
● Why young people are important in the political decision-making? 

 

● Issues that hinder the youth from involvement in the society 
 

● How can we strengthen the participation of the youth? 



TOPIC B 

 

The role of mass media in peacebuilding, conflict prevention and management 

 
Knowledge is power, and wisdom influences public dialogue. In this sense, access to media 

can alter perceptions. Around the world, many media platforms are used to disseminate 

information, and in theory, free mass media serves as both a tool and a marker for democracy. 

Freedom of expression is essential for a democratic system and the foundation of a healthy media 

industry. It is also a fundamental human right. It stands for the rights to information, free speech, 

and the representation of various viewpoints in a diverse society. Effective and democratic media 

play a crucial role in any culture of prevention and are crucial for societies striving to move towards 

peace and democracy. 

 
Social media have turned into a public sphere where political and social interest information 

is circulated and discussed but also remain centrally designed and controlled systems. Among other 

consequences, this means that companies have acquired the potential power to control the 

information flow as  well as  hide or silence issues. Social media companies control  all the 

information which circulates publicly through these outlets. 

 
On the one hand, open, independent, and pluralistic media offer a stage for discussion and 

a range of viewpoints. On the other side, the media can be abused for propaganda, to stir up 

animosity and disseminate rumors, leading to the creation of unnatural tensions. Ideas are not only 

spread through traditional media like newspapers, TV, or radio. 

 
At any stage of a dispute, a lack of knowledge can make people desperate, restless, and 

vulnerable to manipulation. Making wise decisions promotes democracy, economic prosperity, and 

a hopeful outlook on the future. It also builds societies. The United Nations Millennium Declaration 

placed a strong emphasis on the necessity "to ensure the freedom of the media to play their critical 

role and the right of the public to have access to information" for precisely this reason. 

 
Media and journalism can be a great assistance in conflict management and peace building. 

However, the power they have is also limited, as they will never be able to eliminate armed conflicts 

altogether. The media can be a good tool in a healthy and functioning environment but more is 

needed than ethical and responsible reporting to ensure lasting peace and safety. The role of the 



media is twofold: on the one hand, the media report and reflect on pressing issues and can help to 

question established concepts and ideas. On the other hand, they can be used for propaganda 

purposes and instead of revealing truths, try to cover things up and by this curtail people’s freedom 

and right to information. Regardless, the potential of the media in conflict and post-conflict 

situations remains a net positive, and has been sadly underutilized to this point in time. In any case, 

the media's potential in post-war and conflict circumstances is still largely favorable and has 

tragically gone underused up until this moment. 

 
The United Nations (UN) made a promise in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights to promote free and independent media around the world. 

 
Many UN post-conflict country missions have engaged in a range of media support 

activities, such as working with governments and journalism groups to set ground rules for media 

access to public institutions and events, drafting constitutional safeguards for press freedom, and 

funding and training nonprofit national and community broadcasters. 

 
Initiatives should be taken in order to guarantee that social media are a reliable channel for 

distributing and getting in touch with accurate, balanced and factual information, which is also a 

fundamental axis of democratic societies. 

 
 

Guiding questions: 

 

 What has your country done about this topic? 

 What are some aportations that your country has done? 

 What is the point of view that your country holds? 

 Is freedom of press a right in your country? If it's not, why? 

 What actions has your country accomplished in order to support mass media? 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
Worksheet 

 

Committee: 

 
Topic: 

 
1.      

  . 

 
2.      

  . 

 
3.      

  . 

 
4.      

  . 

 
5.      

  . 

 
Signatories1: 

 

  .   . 
 

 

 

  .   . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1
 The number must correspond to at least one third of the delegates present on the committee. 



APPENDIX 2 

 
Preliminary Draft Resolution2

 

 

Committee: 

Topic: 

Sponsors:   ;   ;   ; 

  ; and . 

 
Preambulatory , 

Preambulatory , 

Preambulatory . 

The (Name of the committee) : 

 

1. Operative ; 

 
2. Operative ; 

 
3. Operative ; 

 
4. Operative ; 

 
5. Operative ; 

 
6. Operative ; 

 
7. Operative . 

 
Signatories3: 

 

  .   .   . 
 

 

 

 

 

2
 In the case of preliminary draft resolutions, each operative sentence must be numbered 

3
 The number must correspond to at least half of the delegates present in the committee. 



APPENDIX 3 

 
Amendments 

 
Amendment by way: Specify way  

 

Amendment that: Specify if it adds, eliminates or modifies ; the contents of the Preliminary 

Draft Resolution: # ; page: # ;  line: # ; 

 

Promoters:  ; ; ; and  . 

It says: “ Quote exactly the sentence, point by point, that you want to modify ”. 

It must say: " Specify how the sentence should look, from point to point, to be modified. " 
 

 

 

 

Signatories4: 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 In the case of a friendly amendment, one hundred percent of the members of the committee are required, while a 

diplomatic amendment requires the signature of at least two thirds of the members. 



APPENDIX 4 

 
Project of Division of the Issue. 

 
About the resolution paper: # . 

 

Number of operative points: # . 

 

Number of parts into which the project is divided: # . 

 

1. Part # : From operative point # , to operative point # . 

2. Part # : From operative point # , to operative point # . 

3. Part # : From operative point # , to operative point # . 

4. Part # : From operative point # , to operative point # . 

5. Part # : From operative point # , to operative point # . 

6. Part # : From operative point # , to operative point # . 
 

 

 

Reason for the division of the issue: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
 

 

 

 

Signatories5: 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 
 

 

 

 

5
 The signatures of at least one third of the committee members shall be required. 



APPENDIX 5 

 
Motion of Competence 

 

Committee: 

 
From: Delegation presenting the motion  

 

To: Academic Secretariat  

 

Accused: Mention the chair member(s) accused of incompetence . 

 

Action: Specify which action is considered to be questionable . 

 

Explanation: Explain clearly why the delegate considers the action worthy of rectification._. 
 

 

 

 

Signatories6: 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 

 

  . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 At least one third of the participating delegates' signatures shall be required. 



APPENDIX 6 

 
Preambulatory Phrases 



APPENDIX 7 

 
Operative Phrases 



APPENDIX 8 

 
How to Write a Position Paper 

 

POSITION PAPER: 

 
 

The structuring of position papers is intended to obtain responses from delegates that provide a 

clear picture of the position of a nation in a particular subject area. 

 
By providing a summary of a position paper, we hope that delegates can illustrate a clear 

understanding of their country's policies and interests instead of simply reproducing parts of the 

Study Guide. 

 
However, all delegates should also read the section on the preparation necessary to participate as a 

delegate in a United Nations Model and review Position Documents that should be included in their 

study guides and pay attention to the specific instructions of their director . 

 
Stages: 

Stage 1.- Preparation 

● Read the Commission Guide in which your delegation is registered (country you represent) 

●  Investigate the monographic data of the country you represent (See Format at the end of 

this document) 

● Investigate the country's position on the issue 

 
 

Stage 2.- Drafting the Position Sheet 

● Write the posture according to the structure that follows. 

 
 

A position paper should include three sections, which are summarized below: 

 
 

A. Background to the topic: 

This section should establish the general context of the topic, from the perspective of the country 

it represents. Answering the following questions serves to be clearer and more precise when 

writing. Approximate extension 200 to 250 words. 



• In your country's opinion, what are the main elements of the problem? 

• What are the roots of these elements? 

 
 

B. Position adopted by his delegation. 

In this second section you should focus on the topic or topic that is the problem to be solved. How 

the issue has been addressed in that country, to which bilateral, regional or international agreements 

have been registered to address that issue. And answer the following questions. 

 
• What are your national interests in the situation? 

• What are your nation's policies on the subject? 

• What steps would you like to be taken to solve the problem? 

 
 

C. C. Solutions 

Finally, it is important to emphasize that the UN Models operate as a pedagogical instrument to 

address contents that allow us to reflect on the construction of peace and build knowledge based 

on the solution of problems and conflicts. 

 
• What do you think your nation should do to solve the problem? 

• What do you predict will be the main opposition to your proposals? 

 

 

 
Position documents should adhere approximately to the following form with the Country, the 

Committee and the Topic included at the top. Limit each subject area to a single page written to 

simple space. An example of position paper can be found in Appendix A 

 
Stage 3.- Cite the sources of consultation 

●  Include in the list of sources only the list of documents, books, magazines, newspapers 

referred to throughout the position sheet, in APA format. 



Example of a Position Paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kazakhstan 
 

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 

REFUGEES ECOSOC 

 
 

MARIANA LÓPEZ BRAVO 

 

 

COLEGIO WILLIAMS DE CUERNAVACA 



Committee: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

Topic A: Refugees in Pakistan 

Country: Kazakhstan 

Name of the delegate: Mariana López Bravo 

School: COLEGIO WILLIAMS DE CUERNAVACA 

Localization: Central Asia, northwest of China; a small portion west of the Ural River in eastern- 

most Europe. 

Coordinates: 48 00 N, 68 00 E 

Total Area: 2,724,900 km2 Land: 2,699,700 km2 Water: 25,200 km2 

Population: 17,948,816 (July 2014) 

Capital: Astana 

Type of government: Republic; authoritarian presidential rule 

Name of the president: Nursultan Nazarbayev 

Coin: Kazakhstani tenge 

Religion: Muslim 70.2%, Christian 26.2%, other 0.2%, atheist 2.8%, unspecified 0.5% 

Ethnic groups: Kazakh 63.1%, Russian 23.7%, Uzbek 2.9%, Ukrainian 2.1%, Uighur 1.4%, Tatar 

1.3%, German 1.1%, other 4.4% 

Languages: Kazakh 64.4%, Russian 95% 

Member of International Organization: ONU, OSCE, CEI, OCS, OCE. 



Committee: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

Topic A: Refugees in Pakistan 

Country: Kazakhstan 

Name of the delegate: Mariana López Bravo 

School: COLEGIO WILLIAMS DE CUERNAVACA 

 
Topic A: Refugees in Pakistan 

 
A) The foreign policy priorities of Kazakhstan, are formed under the influence of such factors of 

long-term stability, such as geography and national interests. The changes occurring in the world, 

linked to the development of new technologies and the process of globalization, the emergence of 

the threats of global nature, the formation of the new economic order, intensification and 

diversification of international collaboration at regional-all this requires the input of corrections to 

the course of foreign policy of our state, requires rapid and flexible response, planning and 

implementation of new approaches to solving international problems. At the same time, the basic 

principles of foreign policy remain unchanged. 

 

The basic principles of the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan may include the 

following: 

 

 Consecutive defense of national interests; 

 
 Guarantee favorable conditions for the continuation of economic reforms and democratic 

transformations in the country; 

 

 Follow the line of constructive cooperation and the development of co-participatory 

equitable relations with other states; 

 

 The contribution to the consolidation of international stability and security, the basics of 

order in the world that is forming. 

 

President Nazarbayev mentioned among the priorities the consolidation of mutual trust and 

understanding that is essential to increase the importance of cooperation among nations. 

 

B) Kazakhstan has about 600 refugees still living in Kazakhstan with respect to a record of nearly 

20,000 registered at the beginning of the millennium. Most of them returned to their home 

countries, including Afghanistan, Tajikistan and the Russian Federation. 



Kazakhstan granted refugees the status of "temporary residents". UNHCR is working closely with 

the Parliament, the Government and the Human Rights Commission of Kazakhstan to improve the 

situation of refugees, including free access to higher education in public schools. 

 

C) Agree with UNHCR, Kazakhstan considers that all refugees should obtain residency and is 

pushing for this proposal becomes a sacred law legislation that the government and parliament 

amend the national law on refugees so that they can benefit from basic access and basic the legal, 

social and economic opportunities. 

 

Developing and promoting such new approaches to programming are essential to achieving a shift 

from care and maintenance to a more empowering and participatory package of assistance. Policy 

discussions within the humanitarian community across the region to improve learning around self- 

reliance programming initiatives would not only help ensure longer-term financial support but 

would also reassure host governments in Iran and Pakistan that increased self-reliance does not 

equate to local integration, playing instead an important role in enhancing the prospect of 

sustainable voluntary return when conditions allow. 
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Example of an Official Resolution Paper 



 


